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Peter Samelson to Perform for the Parent Assembly

PETER SAMELSON insists he doesn’t do
magic, he only helps people to see it.
He is an illusionist cum philosopher,
blending simplicity and sophistication
as he provokes thought and inspires
wonder.

Christened “the soft-spoken concep-
tualist of sorcery” by The New York
Times, Peter Samelson has distin-
guished himself not only as a magi-
cian, but as an artist. Born in Michigan
to immigrant parents, as a youth he
was shuttled between Ann Arbor and
Princeton, New Jersey where he played
in Albert Einstein's backyard. Perhaps
this is where his interest in physics
began. His fascination
with magic was kindled
at age 11 during a
school assembly, and
his passion for technol-
ogy wasn't far behind.

At Stanford Univer-
sity Peter turned his
back on a career in
physics and followed a
long standing interest in
theater, which is how he
ended up in New York
City. Here he became a
resident magician at the
Magic Towne House,
became a star of the
Revlon Magic of Color
tour and created touring
magic theater shows.

Peter Samelson has
performed atop the
Great Wall of China, in
the jungles of Bali and at the universi-
ties of Tokyo. He has performed for
Mexican peasants, and Grand Prix race
car drivers. He has entertained Princess
Stephanie of Monaco, the jet-set of
Paris and the fishermen mending their
nets on the beaches of Cartegena.
From Kenya to The Magic Castle,
from television to trade shows, college
campuses to commercials, the New
York stage, night clubs and celebrity
events, Peter Samelson has distin-
guished himself not only as a magi-
cian, but as an artist.

While touring the world aboard the
finest luxury cruise liners, Peter found
time to write, create and mount two

Peter Samelson

one-man shows Off-Broadway in New
York. Both The Magician and Paper-
Work received critical acclaim, and a
third show, Standing Up and Looking
Ahead, toured to colleges and theaters
around the United States. Peter also
wrote for and performed with Avant-
Garde theater groups such as The Talk-
ing Band, and Mabou Mines, in whose
film, Dead End Kids, Peter and his
magic are featured.

The Magic Source was co-founded in
the early 1990’s by Peter and Dameon,
another well known manipulator and
illusionist. The company’s focus was
the custom design of magic for stage,

film and video. Their work has ap-
peared at countless national sales meet-
ings, trade shows, and in films for
Walt Disney Productions (What About
Bob? with Richard Dreyfus and Bill
Murray) and Paramount Films
(Whispers in the Dark with Alan Alda
and Deborah K. Ungar). Most com-
mercially, The Magic Source was seen
in a spot for Kraft salad dressing as a
pair of disembodied hands. Peter was
the Right Hand!

The mid 1990’s saw Peter join Mi-
chael Chaut (along with Frank Brents,
Todd Robbins and Jamy Ian Swiss) to
found Monday Night Magic, which,
now in its tenth year, is the longest

running magic show in New York.
Peter and the MNM team have ap-
peared twice on The Today Show and
on Good Morning America. You will
find him headlining the MNM show in
New York about four times per year.
Peter continues to design magic for
live theater, creating all the magic for
Houdini, the musical, with appearances
in Connecticut, Illinois and New York.
In 2006 he designed illusions and
smaller magic for the Paper Mill Play-
house presentation of Carnival! and
the Goodspeed Musicals production
and national tour of Pippin.

What distinguishes Peter from other
artists in the field of illu-
sion, is his commitment to
the concept that his art is
a medium, not an end in
itself. He builds pieces
that carry ideas as well as
entertainment, touching
the hearts of his audiences
in a way few performers
can.

Peter will be performing
his magic show as part of
the after-meeting enter-
tainment for the Thurs-
day, December 7th meet-
ing of the Parent Assem-
bly. The meeting and
show will take place at
Mt. Sinai Medical Center,
1425 Madison Avenue
(98th Street), in Manhat-
tan. The show is sched-
uled to start at 8 PM. The
show is open to Parent Assembly
members and their guests.
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